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Welcome 
Message from Chair & Committee

The Guringai Festival is a 
Modern Day Corroboree. It 
aims to bring the Northern 
Sydney region together as a 
community to celebrate one of 
the oldest living cultures in the 
world. It is a time for people of 
diverse backgrounds, religion, 
age and race to come together 
to celebrate Aboriginal 
Heritage, History and Culture.

This year more than 35 
events are taking place across 
Northern Sydney. We have 
events catering to individuals, 

families, schools and groups, 
and we encourage everyone 
to participate.

We would like to thank those 
involved for their time, energy 
and support in the planning of 
the 2006 Guringai Festival.

We wish you all an enjoyable 
and interesting Guringai 
Festival 2006.

Yours in Unity,

Lee Mladenovic 
Chair on behalf of the 2006 
Guringai Festival Committee

This year will be our sixth successive Guringai Festival held across 
Northern Sydney. 
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About Guringai Festival 
Corroboree, Culture, Community

Acknowledgment 
of Country

We pay our respects to the 
spirits of the Guringai people 
and to our Elders both past 
and present. The Guringai 
people are the traditional 
owners of this land and are 
part of the oldest surviving 
continuous Culture in the 
world today.

About Guringai Festival

Founded in 2001, the 
Guringai Festival aims to raise 
awareness of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people 
living in northern Sydney. 2006 
marks the 6th consecutive 
year the Guringai Festival has 
been running.

The Festival promotes 
friendship, reconciliation and 
a shared love for the land, our 
Guringai land – our home.

The Aboriginal people who 
reside in the northern Sydney 
region come from many 
different Aboriginal nations or 
countries throughout Australia 
and call this place – Guringai 
Country – home.

2006 Festival Theme

The theme for this year’s 
Festival is Corroboree, 
Culture, Community. 

The Guringai Festival is 
our Modern Day Corroboree, 
a celebration and gathering 
of Aboriginal Heritage 
and Culture.

The Guringai Festival aims 
to bring the Northern 
Sydney region together as a 
community to celebrate one 
of the oldest living cultures in 
the world.

Front Cover Image

The front cover image shows 
the painting ‘Northern 
Beaches’ by Newport artist 
Paul McCarthy. Specially 
commissioned for the new 
festival program, the painting 
is a recognition of the 
Indigenous significance and 
relevance of the past and 
present place where the artist 
grew up and lives today.

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land, the Guringai 
people of the Eora nation on whose land we now stand.
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Thursday 29th June 2006

Sculptor, Tim Moriarty, in 
conjunction with Balarinji 
Designs, has created a public 
art sculpture, Message Sticks 
consisting of five freestanding 
glass panels depicting the 
jewfish, a traditional food 
source for the Cammeraygal. 
It forms part of the North 
Sydney Council upgrade 
of Cammeray.

Time:
2.30pm. FREE

Venue: 
Cammeraygal Place, 
Miller Street, Cammeray

Enquiries:
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au 
or Jess Kavanagh  9936 8411.

Message Sticks Public Art Launch
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Time:
10.30am – 12.30pm. FREE 

Venue: 
Lane Cove Plaza, Longueville 
Road and Burns Bay Rd.
(Wet weather moves to 
Lane Cove Civic Centre)

Enquiries:
www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au
Faith Wieland 9911 3594 or 
Jill Chambers  9428 1150

Thursday 1st June 2006

Come along to the free tenth 
annual Lane Cove Children’s 
Voices for Reconciliation and 
enjoy musical, spoken, dramatic 
and dance performances on 
Reconciliation and celebrating 
Aboriginal Culture and Heritage 
by students at Lane Cove 
schools and guest groups of 
students from predominantly 
Aboriginal schools.

The above photo shows 
students and teacher Cath 
Kelly, from Minimbah 
Aboriginal School in Armidale, 
a sister school to Currambena 
School in Lane Cove, making a 
presentation at the 2005 event.

Tenth Annual Lane Cove 
Children’s Voices for Reconciliation
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Black and white 
artwork and 

calligraphy 
by Deanne 

Schreiber 
(Aboriginal 

artist) using 
ideas from 

children at the 
former Redfern 
Public School.

Photo by Brent Williams, Creative Pix



Friday 16th June 2006

Be part of the Circle of 
Understanding. Join artist and 
environmentalist, Lynn Thomas 
and young emerging artist 
Jessica Birk, puppeteer Lenka 
Muchova and author Lorraine 
McGee- Sippel. Susan Moylan-
Coombs will commence with 
Acknowledgement to Country. 
These presenters from the 
Indigenous community will 
speak about their experiences 
in the arts in today’s 
contemporary Australian 
society. A great forum for all 
Australians. Nature Nature 
will provide ambience and 
great sounds with Flute and 
Didgeridoo. Not to be missed! 
Suitable for all ages - children 
welcome. Light refreshments 
will be provided.

Time:
6:30pm – 9:00pm. 

FREE 
Bookings essential

Venue:
Ku-ring-gai Art Centre, 
Bancroft Avenue, Roseville

Enquiries:
www.kmc.nsw.gov.au 
or Ku-ring-gai Art Centre 
on 9413 9771

Circle of Understanding
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Sunday 2nd July 2006

A community gathering 
featuring contemporary arts, 
performance music and dance. 

Come and join in for an 
opportunity to: 

• Visit the Tribal Warrior 
Heritage vessel at 
Manly Wharf

• See performances at the 
Many Wharf stage including 
contemporary music, modern 
dance performances and a  
fashion show

• Take part in kid’s activities 
including artist workshop 
and story telling

• Browse the market stalls 
featuring Indigenous arts and 
crafts, products and food

Time:
11am – 4pm. FREE

Venue: 
Manly Wharf and outside 
Council Chambers 

Enquiries: 
www.manly.nsw.gov.au 
or Kristi Franks 9976 1752

A Modern Day Gathering at Manly 
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Sydney Harbour FederationTrust 
Celebrates NAIDOC 

Sunday 9th July 2006

Join us for a free afternoon 
to celebrate NAIDOC week 
at Headland Park (Lower 
Georges Heights, Mosman) 
our beautiful harbour facing 
park. The talented dance 
students of NAISDA will 
perform. The history of 
Sydney’s Aboriginal Defence 
personnel will be showcased 
in a small exhibition. Walking 
tours led by experts will focus 
on significant sites relating 
to Aboriginal culture and 
history including the location 
of middens and Bungaree’s 
ill-fated farm.

Time: 
Performance starts 1:15pm
One hour walking tours at 
Midday and 1:45pm

FREE: 
Bookings are required for the 
walking tours

Venue:
Amphitheatre, Lower Georges 
Heights, Headland Park, 
Middle Head Road, Mosman

Enquiries:
www.harbourtrust.gov.au 
or Tania Quax 8969 2100
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Opening Night
Thursday 8th June 2006 

Exhibition 
Open from 9 – 28 June 2006

This Exhibition will be 
the result of an exciting 
collaboration between the 
Warringah Printmakers Studio 
and “Connections” Aboriginal 
Women’s Art Therapy Group 
from Redfern. These two 
groups of wonderful women 
have been working together 
to create new printmaking 
works over a 6 week period. 
Both groups of artists have 
been attending sessions at the 
Warringah Printmakers Studio 
learning and teaching the art 
of printmaking, sharing their 
stories and creating 
art together. 

Works will be for sale. This 
project is proudly presented 
by Warringah Council and 
supported by South Eastern 

Sydney and Illawarra Area 
Health Service and Sea La Vie 
Café, Dee Why

Time:
Opening Night: 6:00pm

Exhibition:
7am – 5pm Monday to 
Thursday and Sunday 
7am – 10pm Friday and 
Saturday. FREE

Venue:
Sea La Vie Café, Shop 4, 
3-6 The Strand, Dee Why 

Enquiries:
www.warringah.nsw.gov.au 
or Karen Gardner 9942 2672

‘Art Connections’ 
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Events Listing
May

Sunday 21 May
Guringai Festival Launch
‘Corroboree, Culture, Community’
Celebrate the opening of the Guringai Festival. Music and dance by Indigenous performers from 
around Sydney.
Dee Why Beach Reserve
Karen Gardner 9942 2672
Starts at sunset (4.30pm approx.). Free

Sunday 21 May
Guringai Festival Reconciliation Writing Competition 
For school students from years 5 to 8. ‘What does Aboriginal Reconciliation mean to me?’ 
Entries close 9 June. Free admission. 
1st prize $100; 2nd & 3rd place $25. 
Award presentation – see Thursday 29 June. 
Malcolm McClintoch 9456 1460

Thursday 25 May
Aboriginal Sydney Talk
‘Aboriginal Sydney—archaeological sites and Aboriginal Culture’ presented by Aboriginal 
Heritage Officers for the Northern Sydney Region. 
Willoughby City Council Chambers, level 6, 31 Victor St, Chatswood. Bookings essential. 
Sarah Maddock 9777 7985 
6pm. Free

Friday 26 May
Hornsby Children’s Voices for Reconciliation
Children from schools throughout the Hornsby Shire give messages of reconciliation through 
dance, music and drama. With special guest Aboriginal performance groups from visiting 
schools. Florence Street Mall Hornsby, (wet weather venue, Salvation Army Hall, Burdett St). 
Helen White 9484 1043
10.15am – 1pm. Free  

Saturday 27 May
Aboriginal Sydney Talk
‘Aboriginal Sydney—archaeological sites and Aboriginal Culture’ presented by Aboriginal 
Heritage Officers for the Northern Sydney Region. 
Willoughby City Council Chambers, level 6, 31 Victor St, Chatswood. Bookings essential. 
Sarah Maddock 9777 7985
2pm. Free

Saturday 27 May
‘Sorry Day’ – Journey of Healing 2006
Commemorating Sorry Day with Indigenous art, music and dance. Music by Corey Kirk and 
Nature Nature. Scout Hall, Bilarong Reserve, Wakehurst Pkwy North Narrabeen. 
Ingrid Storm 9913 8226
3.30pm – 6.30pm. Free
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Sunday 28 May
Aboriginal Cultural Bushwalks
Guide, Brad Web, will introduce you to aspects of Aboriginal Culture and its connection with 
the bush. 
Mowbray Park, Chatswood West - meeting place given at time of booking. 
Di Eva 9777 7755
Free. Bookings essential
Morning walk 10am – noon
Afternoon walk 1pm – 3pm

Sunday 28 May
Reconciliation Church Service
Thornleigh Hillcrest Uniting Church Pennant Hills Rd, Thornleigh (enter from Paling St). 
Allan West 9484 5693 
8.45am. Free 

Monday 29 May
Taronga Zoo – Embracing Aboriginal Education & Culture
Talk by Paul Sinclair, Aboriginal Education Officer Taronga Zoo.
Mosman Art Gallery & Community Centre, cnr Short St and Myahgah Rd, Mosman. 
Frennie Beytagh 9909 0203
7pm. Free

Monday 29 May – Friday 2 June
‘Unity of People and Place’ – short film screening
During this week Mona Vale Library will screen short films by Indigenous film makers or films 
with Indigenous themes. Screened continuously, just drop in.
Simmone Shore 9970 1169. Free

Tuesday 30 May
Aboriginal Sydney Talk
‘Aboriginal Sydney—archaeological sites and Aboriginal Culture’ presented by Aboriginal 
Heritage Officers for the Northern Sydney Region. 
Willoughby City Council Chambers, level 6, 31 Victor St, Chatswood.  
Sarah Maddock 9777 7985. Bookings essential
11am. Free

Image: Mighty Clarence, 2004 print 
making, featured in Jessica Birk - 
‘Born Belonging’ exhibition at Manly 
Art Gallery & Museum, 
23 June - 23 July 2006 



Events Listing
June

Thursday 1 June
10th Annual Lane Cove Children’s Voices for Reconciliation
Music, drama and dance performances celebrating Aboriginal Culture and Heritage by students 
at Lane Cove schools including St. Ignatius, Riverview and guest groups of students from 
predominantly Aboriginal schools. Lane Cove Plaza, Longueville & Burns Bay Rds. Organised in 
partnership by Lane Cove Council and Lane Cove Residents for Reconciliation.
Faith Wieland 9911 3594 or Jill Chambers 9428 1150
10.30am – 12.30pm. Free. (Wet weather venue moves to Lane Cove Civic Centre). 

Thursday 1 June
Lunchtime Dreaming
Dance group Yidaki Didg and Dance perform traditional dance and music in Chatswood during 
lunchtime. ‘Yidaki’ means Spirit of the Didgeridoo and traditionally comes from the Yirrikala 
people of Northern Territory.
Flag Court, Chatswood Mall, Victoria Ave, Chatswood
12.30 – 1.30pm. Free

Saturday 3 June
Guided Walk – a celebration of Aboriginal Heritage
Explore Aboriginal sites in Tambourine Bay Lane Cove and Balls Head North Sydney. 
Mini bus and lunch included. 
Bookings essential: Lane Cove Council 9911 3579; North Sydney Council 9936 8258
9.00am – 12.30pm. Free

Thursday 29 June
Launch of Tim Moriarty’s sculpture, Message Sticks, Cammeraygal Place
The sculpture displays a series of five freestanding glass panels depicting jewfish, a traditional 
food source for the Cammeraygal people. 
Cammeraygal Place, Miller St, Cammeray. 
Jess Kavanagh 9936 8411
2.30pm – 3.30pm. Free

Friday 9 June – Wednesday 28 June
Art Connections Exhibition
Warringah Printmakers Studio and ‘Connections’ Aboriginal Art Therapy Group from Redfern 
have shared stories and created art together to produce printmaking works over a 6 week 
period. Works are for sale. Presented by Warringah Council and supported by South Eastern 
Sydney and Illawarra Area Health Service and Sea La Vie Café, Dee Why. 
Karen Gardner 9942 2672. Opening Night: Thursday 8 June at 6pm
Sea La Vie Café, Shop 4, 3-6 The Strand, Dee Why. 
7am – 5pm Mon-Thurs & Sun; 7am – 10pm Friday & Saturday. Free

Wednesday 14 June
Film screening of ‘Jedda’
The 1955 Charles Chauvel classic, Jedda, has been colour regraded. This screening is made 
possible by the support of Warringah Council, the Mustaca family of United Cinemas and the 
Chauvel Estate. Collaroy Cinema. Limited seating, no bookings. 
Pat Frater 9971 0735
10am. Free

Thursday 15 June
Lunchtime Dreaming
‘Yidaki Didg and Dance’ provide a single performance in traditional dance and music. Not to be 
missed. ‘Yidaki’ means Spirit of the Didgeridoo and comes from the Yirrikala people of Northern 
Territory. Flag Court, Chatswood Mall, Victoria Ave, Chatswood. 12.30 – 1.30pm. Free
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Friday 16 June
Circle of Understanding
Artist and environmentalist, Lynn Thomas, emerging artist, Jessica Birk, puppeteer Lenka 
Muchova and author Lorraine Mcgee- Sippel will speak about their experiences in the arts in 
today’s contemporary Australian society. Suitable for all ages, light refreshments provided. 
Ku-ring-gai Art Centre, Bancroft Ave, Roseville. Bookings essential 9413 9771. 
6.30pm – 9pm. Free

Wednesday 21 June
Storytelling at Avalon Library
Come and hear a guest storyteller tell traditional Indigenous stories.
Avalon Community Library. Simmone Shore 9970 1169
10.30am – 11.30am. Free 

Thursday 22 June
Ku-ring-gai National Park Guided Walk and BBQ
Discover the hidden treasures of Ku-ring-gai National Park with Aboriginal Heritage Officers 
followed by a BBQ. 
Tour starts 11.30am; pick up 10.30am at Metropolitan Aboriginal Land Council 36-38 George 
St, Redfern; pick up 11am Warringah Council in front of Dee Why Library. 
Bookings limited. Lee Mladenovic 8394 9666. Free

Friday 23 June – Sunday 23 July
‘Born Belonging’ Exhibition of work by Jessica Birk 
The work of this young Indigenous artist is inspired by her familial connections to the Northern 
Beaches and Northern Rivers as a descendant of the Yaegl people. Manly Art Gallery & Museum, 
West Esplanade Manly. Exhibition opening Friday 23 June at 6pm. Entry to the opening is 
free. Exhibition admission: Adults $3.30. Concessions $1.20. Members and under 18yrs free. 
Wednesdays free. Katherine Roberts 9948 3391.

Sunday 25 June
Aboriginal Cultural Walks
Guide, Brad Web, will introduce you to aspects of Aboriginal culture and its connection with the 
bush at Harold Reid Reserve, Middle Cove. 
Bookings essential. Di Eva 9777 7755. Meeting place given at time of booking
Morning walk 10am – noon
Afternoon walk 1pm – 3pm. Free

Tuesday 27 June
10th Annual NAIDOC in Lane Cove Plaza
Performances by Thullii Dreamtime Performing Group with input from Hunters Hill High School 
and other local students. The Thullii Dancers represent the Ngemba Nation of North West NSW. 
Organised in partnership by Lane Cove Council and Lane Cove Residents for Reconciliation
Lane Cove Plaza, Longueville and Burns Bay Rds, Lane Cove.
Faith Wieland 9911 3594 or Jenny Symonds 9436 4644. 10am – 11am. Free

Thursday 29 June
Lunchtime Dreaming
Dance group Yidaki Didg and Dance perform traditional dance and music in Chatswood during 
lunchtime. ‘Yidaki’ means Spirit of the Didgeridoo and traditionally comes from the Yirrikala 
people of Northern Territory.
Flag Court, Chatswood Mall, Victoria Ave, Chatswood.
12.30 – 1.30pm. Free

Thursday 29 June
Award Presentation Reconciliation Writing Competition
Award winning students from years 5 to 8 will read their entries. Topic - ‘What does Aboriginal 
Reconciliation mean to me?’ 
Flag Court, Chatswood Mall, Victoria Ave, Chatswood.
Malcolm McClintoch 9456 1460
12.30pm – 1.30pm. Free

Thursday 29 June
Public Forum NSRRN and Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council
To promote awareness of Aboriginal issues. The Dougherty Centre, 7 Victor St, Chatswood. 
Lee Mladenovic 8394 9666
7pm for 7.30pm start. Free
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Events Listing
July

Saturday 1 July – Friday 21 July
NAIDOC Week Children’s Exhibition
Exhibition of Lane Cove school children’s work in story, poetry and art on the topic
of Reconciliation. 
Lane Cove Public Library, 139a Longueville Rd, Lane Cove. 
Chris Brimble 9427 5194. 
Library opening hours. Free

Sunday 2 July
A Modern Day Gathering at Manly
A community gathering featuring contemporary arts, performance, music and dance. Visit the 
Tribal Warrior Heritage vessel at Manly Wharf. Contemporary Indigenous music, a fashion show 
of Indigenous designs; kid’s workshops; market stalls of Indigenous crafts, products and food. 
Kristi Franks 9976 1752
10.30am – 3.30pm. Free

Monday 3 July
Aboriginal Heritage
Aboriginal Heritage Officers, David Watts and Brad Webb, talk about conserving our Aboriginal 
Heritage sites. 
Nelson Heather Centre, cnr Jacksons & Pittwater Rds, North Narrabeen. 
Lizzie Landers 9918 2594. 
7.30pm – 9.30pm. Free

Monday 3 July – Sunday 16 July 
NAIDOC at Taronga Zoo
Birds will soar and Didgeridoos will drone as Taronga Zoo takes you on a truly Aboriginal 
adventure at the Zoo’s Free Flight Bird Show. Taronga Zoo proudly invites you to come and 
join in our exciting NAIDOC celebrations. Be enthralled by our Indigenous stories that highlight 
Australia’s unique wildlife as you gain a greater understanding of the vital link that exists 
between our animals and the Aboriginal people.
Taronga Zoo, Bradleys Head Road, Mosman
Normal zoo admissions apply
See website for full pricing www.zoo.nsw.gov.au

Monday 3 July – Wednesday 12 July
With Open Eyes
An exhibition that explores changing views of Aboriginal art over recent decades. 
Foyer exhibition space Willoughby City Council, 31 Victor St, Chatswood. 
Alison Clark 9777 7972 
9am – 5pm. Free

Monday 3 July – Friday 14 July
‘Connexions in Time’ at Parliament House of NSW
‘Connexions in Time’ is an exhibition of work by young people in the Sister Cities of Brewarrina 
and Warringah. The photos from the two areas reveal the similarities and differences from a 
young person’s perspective.
Fountain Court, Parliament House of NSW, Macquarie St, Sydney. 
Coralie Hicks 9942 2603
9am – 5pm. Free
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Tuesday 4 July
Aboriginal Dreamtime: a storytelling for children 5 years and older
Fred Reid, of the Daingatti people, presents a program including Kangaroo, Emu, Goanna, 
welcome and farewell dances, demonstration of the didgeridoo and clapping sticks. Participation 
encouraged. Mosman Library, Library Walk Mosman. Bookings essential 9978 4091/92
2.30pm – 3.30pm. Free

Tuesday 4 July
‘Going Bush’ Adventures Across Indigenous Australia 
A video of Cathy Freeman and Deborah Mailman 
In ‘Going Bush’, a recent SBS documentary, Olympic Gold medallist Cathy Freeman and actor 
Deborah Mailman visit remote Aboriginal communities from Broome to Arnhem Land. 
The Community Centre, 164 Longueville Rd, Lane Cove. 
Jennifer Symonds 9436 4644
7pm – 9.30pm. Free

Tuesday 4 July & Wednesday 5 July
NAIDOC Week Storytime
Suitable for under 5 years, storytime will feature Indigenous stories, a short film and simple craft. 
The craft will go on display in North Sydney Library. 
Stanton Library, 234 Miller St, North Sydney. Phone 9936 8400
11am – 12pm. Free

Wednesday 5 July
Aboriginal Heritage Discovery Walk
A fun, family walk along Lane Cove River. Learn about Aboriginal Culture from an Indigenous 
guide, visit Aboriginal sites and taste bush foods. Blackman Park, Lloyd Rees Drive Lane Cove 
West. Michelle Greenfield 9911 3579
10.30am – 11.45am. Free

Thursday 6 July
Ku-ring-gai National Park Guided Walk and BBQ
Discover the hidden treasures of Ku-ring-gai National Park with Aboriginal Heritage Officers 
followed by a BBQ. 
Tour starts 11.30am; pick up 10.30am at Metropolitan Aboriginal Land Council 36-38 George 
St, Redfern; pick up 11am Warringah Council in front of Dee Why Library. Bookings limited. 
Lee Mladenovic 8394 9666. Free

Thursday 6 July
Mosman Council Vacation Care Bush Tucker Tour
A fun, educational tour with a Department of Environment & Conservation Ranger sampling 
bush tucker and discussing Aboriginal Culture. 
The tour is part of the Vacation Care program 8am – 6pm. Children will depart from Mosman 
Council Vacation Care venues to Bradleys Head. Price listed on booking form available from 
www.mosman.nsw.gov.au or phone 9978 4161 prior to school holidays.

Friday 7 July
Screening of ‘Rabbit-Proof Fence’
‘Rabbit-Proof Fence’, directed by Phillip Noyce, is based on the book ‘Follow the Rabbit-Proof 
Fence’ by Doris Pilkington Garimara. This powerful film gives a human face to the ‘Stolen 
Generations’. It is also a prescribed text for HSC students. 
Stanton Library, 234 Miller St, North Sydney. Phone 9936 8417 or 9936 8400
6pm – 8.30pm. Free

Sunday 9 July
Sydney Harbour Federation Trust celebrates NAIDOC
Afternoon celebration includes dance by students of NAISDA, walking tours of significant 
site; middens and Bungaree’s ill-fated farm, an exhibition of the history of Aboriginal Defence 
personnel. Amphitheatre, Lower Georges Heights, Headland Park, Middle Head Rd, Mosman. 
Tania Quax 8969 2100. Bookings essential
Walking tours start at midday and 1.45pm; performance 1.15pm. Free

School Children’s Artwork 
Displays on the theme of the 2006 Guringai Festival - Corroboree, Culture and Community
Various locations around Mosman. NAIDOC Week 3 - 9 July.
Frennie Beytagh 9909 0203



Sunday 21 May 2006
Corroboree, Culture, Community

Guringai Festival Launch

Experience the spirit of the Guringai Festival at Dee Why Beach 
with Indigenous music, dance and culture.

All welcome

Starts at sunset (4.30pm approximately)
Dee Why Beach Reserve

For more information call 9942 2672 

Image detail: Journey, 2004 print making, featured in Jessica Birk - ‘Born Belonging’ exhibition at 
Manly Art Gallery & Museum,  23 June - 23 July 2006 


